US Firearm Reform Proposal

in three easy phases

Purpose

The purpose of this proposal is to define steps through which the US can attain an acceptable level of violent crime through firearm reform when compared to the rest of the developed world, and to explain how such reform might actually look in practice.

Phase 1 - Research

The goal of this phase is to determine which factors/attributes lead to gun-owners propensity for violence, and how to accurately test for said factors/attributes.  I have an inkling as to what these might be:

· anger management issues

· blood pressure analysis under physically demanding situations

· history of domestic or other violence (fighting in high school, yelling at customer service workers, extreme impatience)

· mental illness

· manic depressive, extreme mood swings, sociopathy, megalomania, PTSD, etc.

· social status

· living in high-crime areas

· family and friends known criminals

Now this will be difficult for many of us to swallow once we get the results.  It might turn out that if you are an otherwise law-abiding citizen who gets angry a lot and honks your horn in traffic and yells at waitresses when they bring the wrong food and live in a highly-populated area, that you might not be a good match for the type of person capable of using a weapon in any situation other than a shooting range or hunting trip.

Phase 2 – Initial Legislation

Based on our findings in phase 1, it would be wise to pass legislation to treat gun ownership more like a privilege and less of a right.  Think of a firearm license more like a vehicular license:

· mandatory firearm courses with minimum passing grade

· must pass psychological/physiological tests every X years

· different classes of license

· shooting club - for this type you can purchase or rent a gun, but it must be kept under lock and key at all times in the shooting club you belong to.  Before you go in to shoot on any given day, you have to pass a drug/alcohol test as well as a short psychological evaluation (basically like having a bouncer to make sure you're not in some weird mood when you come in to handle the firearm).  This could also be considered somewhat of a „learning permit“ and you might have to always have someone with a proper license with you at all times.

· hunting/shooting – probably similar to shooting club in that the weapon and ammunition must stay at the shooting/hunting club until you actually go out on a registered hunting day.  There might be a trial period as well where you are required to go out with a more experienced licensee.

· collector – you can own firearms but no ammunition, and they must be kept under lock and key except for periodic cleanings.  There could also be a maximum number of guns you can own, and maybe distinct classes (vintage, automatic, etc).  A deeper psychological test should be required („why exactly do you want to own guns but not use them?  Are a big history buff or are you fascinated with death?“)

· open and concealed carry – this one might get removed in phase 3 (because it's the most dangerous one), but people won't part with this right away.  But they should be required to pass the highest psychological test and not be granted a license if convicted of a violent crime in the last X years.  One should also have to have a separate permit for each weapon owned.

Phase 3 – Tougher Legislation

The goal of this phase is to see how phase 2 is working out, measure the effectiveness of the laws and look forward to see what more we could do.  It would be premature to assume exactly which laws should be passed in this phase or when it should take place, but my inital feelings would be:

· limited firearm/ammunition production

· if our research shows that fewer firearms in circulation means less violent crime, than this one's a no-brainer

· great effort for search and seizure of unlicensed firearms

· don't worry – this will only affect criminals.  Won't it be a great feeling calling the cops on your dubious neighbor because you think you saw him with a gun in his pocket last weekend?

· delegalizaton of home firearm/ammunition production

· tougher penalties for unlicensed firearm ownership/operation

· removal of open/concealed carry and unlimited ownership permits (at least in populated areas)

· if violent crime is already on the downfall, there shouldn't be too much reason to allow everyone and their cousin to carry guns around all day.  This isn't the wild west anymore.

· disallowal of police/military personnell to take their firearms home

· this works out fine in nearly every developed country, so why not give it a try? (it can always be reversed).

Conclusion

It'll be difficult to wrap our freedom and constitution-loving minds around the fact that treating weapon ownership more like a privilege instead of a right is actually good for us and beneficial for all mankind.  But once the skeptics see that they actually will have very little change in their lives (hunters and hobbyists and farmers living out in the boondocks probably won't have to give up their arms and will only have to go through some psychological tests every so often), and it will become virtually impossible for criminals to attain firearms – legally or otherwise.  Here's to a peaceful future!

